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divided; and that which appears to find the greater
favour seerns to me opposed to the first principles of
morality.

In all Christian countries monogamy is the law;
and that such it ought to be is shown, even without
going further, by the physical fact of the approxi-
mate equality of the numbers of the two sexes in a
large population. But in non-Christian countries
the law, or recognised custom having practically the
force of law, very commonly allows of polygamy;
and the system of family life, such as it is, is built
up in accordance therewith. Suppose now that
Christian teachers go forth, and as a result the
people, or some of them, are led to believe in the
Christian religion, and are -desirous of sharing in
Christian privileges. Are they to be admitted in
spite of polygamy; or is a polygamist to be told that
as a condition of admission he must put away all his
wives but one; or is he to be told that he must be
faithful to his wives and keep them, but he cannot
be admitted to Christian privileges till all of them
but one are dead, when, should he still be alive, he
might be admitted ?

It seems to me that this is pre-eminently a case
for the application of the maxim already referred to ;
that as regards the polygamy entered into in a state
of ignorance, it ought not to have been donfe, but
having been done, it ought to stand. The system